Acute pulmonary coccidioidomycosis mimicking bacterial pneumonia and septic shock: a report of two cases.
Two patients with acute pulmonary coccidioidomycosis presenting as acute bacterial pneumonia and sepsis are described. One patient died despite appropriate antifungal therapy, whereas the diagnosis in the other patient was only established after postmortem examination. In both cases, coccidioidomycosis had disseminated beyond the lungs. Factors leading to overwhelming coccidioidomycosis are discussed, and the relation of the sepsis syndrome to coccidioidomycosis is reviewed.